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We study how the divide and conquer principle works in non-
standard problems where rates of convergence are typically slower
than 4/n and limit distributions are non-Gaussian, and provide a de-
tailed treatment for a variety of important and well-studied problems
involving nonparametric estimation of a monotone function. We find
that the pooled estimator, obtained by averaging non-standard es-
timates across mutually exclusive subsamples, outperforms the non-
standard monotonicity-constrained (global) estimator based on the
entire sample in the sense of pointwise inference. We also show that,
under appropriate conditions, if the number of subsamples is allowed
to increase at appropriate rates, the pooled estimator is asymptot-
ically normally distributed with a variance that is empirically es-
timable from the subsample-level estimates. Further, in the context
of monotone regression, we show that this gain in pointwise efficiency
comes at a price — the pooled estimator’s performance, in a uniform
sense (maximal risk) over a class of models worsens as the number of
subsamples increases, leading to a version of the super-efficiency phe-
nomenon. In the process, we develop analytical results for the order
of the bias in isotonic regression, which are of independent interest.

1. Introduction. Suppose that Wy,..., Wy are i.i.d. random elements having a common
distribution P. We assume that P is unknown and 6y = 6p(P) is a finite dimensional parameter
of interest. In this paper we focus on non-standard statistical problems where a natural estimator
0 (of By) converges in distribution to a non-normal limit at a rate slower than N/2| i.e.,

(1.1) rv(0—60) % G,

where 7y = o(v/N) and G is non-normal, has mean zero and finite variance o2. However, o2
can depend on P in a complicated fashion which often makes it difficult to use (1.1) to con-
struct confidence intervals (CIs) and hypothesis tests for y. Such non-standard limits primarily
arise due to the inherent lack of smoothness in the underlying estimation procedure. Also, in
many such scenarios the computation of 0 is complicated, requiring computationally intensive
algorithms. Thus, in the face of a humongous sample size N — quite common with present-day
data — these problems present a significant challenge both in computation and inference.
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In this paper, we investigate how such non-standard estimates behave under the “divide-and-
conquer” strategy — a method that has been much used in the analysis of massive data sets;
see e.g., [20, 29, 30] — with an emphasis on function estimation under monotonicity constraints
which constitutes an important genre of non-standard problems of the above type. Indeed, a rich
class of non-standard problems arises in the nonparametric maximum likelihood /least-squares
(NPMLE/LSE) based estimation of a monotone function, an important sub-area of the field
known as shape-restricted inference which has seen much activity over the last few decades. The
literature on monotone function estimation and inference is extensive: for an excellent exposition,
we direct the reader to the recent text [15]. A key feature of the NPMLE/LSE of a monotone
function under standard smoothness assumptions is the pointwise n'/3 rate of convergence to
the truth with a non-Gaussian mean 0 limit distribution. Such estimators have been studied
in a variety of interesting statistical contexts, e.g., isotonic regression [7, 8], where a monotone
regression function is estimated via least squares under that shape constraint, the current status
model (and extensions thereof) [5, 16], where the distribution of a failure time is estimated under
the monotonicity constraint from discrete response data, Grenander’s problem of estimating a
decreasing density [14, 23], nonparametric estimation of a monotone failure rate [3, 18], likelihood
based inference for monotone response models [2], to name a few.

To provide a glimpse of the asymptotic features in monotone function estimation, we elaborate
on the first of the aforementioned examples: the isotonic regression problem. Consider i.i.d. data
{W; .= (X;,Y;) :i=1,...,N} from the regression model Y = p(X) + € where Y € R is the
response variable, X € [0,1] (with density f) is the covariate, u is the unknown nonincreasing
regression function, E(e|/X) = 0, and the conditional variance v?(x) := E(e?|X = z) is finite.
The goal is to estimate u : [0,1] — R nonparametrically, under the constraint of monotonicity.
We will consider the LSE /i defined as a minimizer of ¢ — Y7 | (Y; — 1(X;))? over the set of
all nonincreasing functions ¢ : [0,1] — R. We know that [ is unique at the data points X;’s
and is connected to the slope of the least concave majorant of the cumulative sum diagram [25,
Chapter 1]. If p/(tg) # 0, where ¢y is an interior point in the support of X, and v is continuous,

(1.2) N'Y3(lto) — p(to)) > w2,

with & := |[4v(to)?i (to)/ f(to)|/? and Z := argmin . {W (s) + 5%} (where W is a standard two-
sided Brownian motion starting at 0) has the so-called Chernoft’s distribution; see [28, Theorem
1]. Tt is known that Z is symmetric (around 0) and has mean zero. Lastly o2 = Var(xZ), the
variance of the limiting distribution, is difficult to estimate as it involves the derivative of u, the
estimation of which is well-known to be a challenging problem [5].

A closely related problem is the estimation of the inverse isotonic function at a point. If a is
an interior point in the range of p and tg = u=1(a) € (0,1) satisfies 1/ (tg) # 0, then

(1.3) N3 (a) — p~Y(a)) S RZ,

where & := |4v2(to) /1 (t0)? f (to)|"/?; this can be derived, e.g., from the arguments in [11]. Similar
results hold across a vast array of monotone function problems.

Another class of problems sharing the same convergence rate and exhibiting non-standard
behavior is found in the world of “cube-root asymptotics” [19], which include, e.g., estimation
of the mode [9], Manski’s maximum score estimator [21], change-point estimation under smooth
mis-specification [4], least absolute median of squares [26], shorth estimation [13].
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DIVIDE AND CONQUER IN NON-STANDARD PROBLEMS 3

Divide and Conquer/Sample splitting: In the sample-splitting strategy called divide-and-
conquer, the available data is partitioned into subsamples, an estimate of 6y is computed from
each subsample, and finally the subsample level estimates are combined appropriately to form
the final estimator. Our combining/pooling strategy will be based on averaging. To be precise,
assume that N is large and write N = n x m, where n is still large and m relatively smaller (e.g.,
n = 1000, m = 50, so that N = 50000). We define our new “averaged” estimator as follows:

1. Divide the set of samples W1,..., Wy into m disjoint subsets Si, ..., Sm.

2. For each j = 1,...,m, compute the estimator ¢; based on the data points in 5.
3. Average together these estimators to obtain the final ‘pooled’ estimator:
1 m
1.4 0=—> 0.
(L o

Observe that if the computation of 6, the global estimator based on all N observations, is of
super-linear computational complexity in the sample size, computing  saves resources compared
to 6. Further, the computation of # can be readily parallelized, using m CPU’s. Such averaged
estimators have been considered by many authors recently to estimate nonparametric functions,
but typically under smoothness constraints; see e.g., [29, 30], and also [20] for a discussion with a
broader scope. The above papers illustrate that the approach significantly reduces the required
amount of primary memory and computation time in a variety of cases, yet statistical optimality
— in the sense that the resulting estimator is as efficient as the global estimate — is retained.

We next lay down the contributions of our paper to the divide and conquer literature.

1. In Sections 2 and 3, we present general results on the asymptotic distribution of the averaged
(pooled) estimator 6, both when m is fixed and when allowed to increase as N increases, in which
case a normal distribution arises in the limit (Theorem 3.1). Furthermore, in the latter case,
allowable choices of m, which affect the rate of convergence of 6, crucially depend on the order
of the bias of éj. Pooling provides us with a novel way to construct a CI for 6y whose length
is shorter than that of using 0 owing to the faster convergence rate involved. The calibration
of the new CI involves normal quantiles, instead of quantiles of the non-standard limits that
describe 6 asymptotically. Moreover, the variance o2 can be estimated empirically using the
subsample-level estimates, whereas in the method involving 0, one is typically forced to impute
values of several nuisance parameters that arise in the expression for o2 using estimates that
can be quite unreliable.

2. The possible gain by sample-splitting is driven by the bias of the non-standard estimator, that
one needs to quantify. In Section 4, we provide results on the bias of monotonicity constrained
estimators as well as their inverses in a variety of important nonparametric problems : isotonic
regression, current status (case 1 interval) censoring, Grenander’s decreasing density problem,
and the problem of estimating a monotone failure rate. The bias in these problems is hard to
compute because the usual Taylor expansion arguments that work in smooth function estimation
problems cannot be employed. For the first time, we provide a non-trivial bound on the order
of the bias of the monotone LSE/NPMLE under mild regularity assumptions.

Furthermore, establishing the asymptotic normality of the pooled estimator in monotone
function problems requires showing uniform integrability of certain powers of the normalized
LSE/NPMLE as well as its inverse, pointwise. We establish this property for all powers p > 1
under suitable model-specific assumptions in Section 4. As a consequence, we obtain upper
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bounds on the maximal risk of the monotone LSE/NPMLE and its inverse over suitable classes
of functions. Although such bounds on the maximal risk are known for most nonparametric
function estimators, this is the first instance of such a result in the general isotonic regression
problem'. The results on bias and uniform integrability are then used to study the sample-
splitting method in the different models considered, by verifying the conditions of Theorem 3.1.

3. In Section 5, we present a rigorous study of a super-efficiency phenomenon that comes into
play when using the pooled estimator in the context of estimating the inverse of an isotonic
regression function. Let § denote the average of the ﬂ;; (a)’s, where fi, ; is the isotonic LSE
from the j’th subsample and let 6y := to = p~'(a) (see (1.3)). We show that for a suitably
chosen (large enough) class of models My, when m = m,, — oo, the maximal risk,

sup E, N2/3(6 — 6y)?

neMo
diverges to infinity as N — oo whereas the corresponding maximal risk of the global estimator
0= ﬂ]_vl(a) remains bounded. Thus, while the pooled estimator # can outperform the LSE under
any fized model, its performance over a class of models is compromised relative to the isotonic
LSE. The larger the number of splits (m), the better the performance under a fixed model, but
the worse the performance over the entire class. Our discoveries therefore serve as a cautionary
tale that illustrates the potential pitfalls of using sample-splitting: the benefits from sample-
splitting, both computational and in the sense of pointwise inference may come at subtle costs.
The proofs of some of the main results are presented in Section 7 and the supplement provides
detailed coverage of additional technical material.

We note that the class of non-standard problems is large and varied and an integrated treat-
ment of divide and conquer across different genres of non-standard problems [where the core
technical challenges lie in the bias calculations and uniform integrability considerations| appears
infeasible, since the tools and techniques, which are non-trivial, will vary quite substantially
from genre to genre. In this paper, we have developed our computations for several examples
belonging to a single but important genre — namely monotone function estimation — which
submit to a reasonably unified treatment, and hope that the interesting findings of this paper
will spur further studies of divide and conquer in other classes of non-standard problems.

Before we move on to the rest of the paper there is one point on which some clarity needs to be
provided: in subsequent sections, the total sample size N will be written as m x n. Now, starting
with an m, not all sample-sizes N can be represented as a product of that form. To get around
this difficulty, one can work with the understanding that we reduce our sample size from N to
N :=m x |[N/m] (which is then renamed N) with the last few samples being discarded. Since
finitely many are discarded, the resulting pooled estimate will be as precise in an asymptotic
sense as the one based on the original N, provided m is of a smaller order than N (which will

always be the case in the sequel). In this paper we work with the N interpretation.

2. Fixed m and growing n. Consider the setup of (1.1), where 6y is the parameter of
interest and let @ be the pooled estimator as defined in (1.4). We start with a simple lemma
that illustrates the statistical benefits of sample-splitting when 7 is large and m is held fixed.

!Similar risk-bounds are presented in the special case of current status model in Theorem 11.3 in [15]; however,
their derivation uses a special feature of the isotonic estimator in that particular model which is not true in the
general scenarios we consider, as discussed later in Remark 4.1.
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DIVIDE AND CONQUER IN NON-STANDARD PROBLEMS )

LEMMA 2.1.  Suppose (1.1) holds with E(G) = 0 and Var(G) = 2. Form fivzed and N = mx n,

(2.1) V(0 —00) 5 H = m Y2(Gy + Ga+ ...+ Gny), as n — oo,

where G1,Ga, . ..,Gm are i.i.d. G. Note that H has mean zero and variance .

Compare the above result with the fact that if all [V data points were used together to obtain
f we would have the limiting distribution in (1.1): if {[rx (8 — 60)]?}n>1 is uniformly integrable
(which we will prove later for certain problems), we conclude that E[r3; (0 — 6)2] converges to
Var(G) as N — oo, while

mr% 2
(2.2) E 20 — 6p)*| — Var(G), as N — oo,

X
since G and H have the same variance. Thus, the asymptotic relative efficiency of # with respect

to 0 is mr2 /r3 % For example, if ry = N7,y < 1/2, then using 6 gives us a reduction in asymptotlc
variance by a factor of m!'=27. Hence, for estimating 6, the pooled estimator 8 outperforms 6.

REMARK 2.1. If{[rn(G —00)]?}n>1 is umformly integrable, then the variance of rn( —6p),
which is equal to o2 = TQVar(H ), converges to 0% as n — oo, for every j = 1,...,m. As we
have m independent replicates from the distribution of éj, a? can be approzimated by

m A
p— 1 0; — 6)?
7j=1

(2.3)

REMARK 2.2.  For moderate values of m, the m-fold convolution H in (2.1) can be approz-
imated by an appropriate t (or normal) distribution. This yields a simple and natural way to
construct an approzimate (1 —«) CI for 0y that completely by-passes the direct estimation of the

problematic nuisance parameter o> :

N ~

g —~ g
—t _1,0+ ——=t _
rn\/ﬁ a/2,m—1 + Tn\/TTL a/2;m—1]>

where to m—1 denotes the (1 — av)-th quantile of the t-distribution with m —1 degrees of freedom.
Furthermore, in certain cases , it is the case that we know the distribution of the centered
non-Gaussian variable Z = G/o (which has unit variance) and are able to simulate from its
distribution.? In this case, the Student’s t (or normal) approzimation can be avoided. As rn(éj —

g —

o) L\ oZ, for j =1,...,m, the asymptotic distribution of 6 'rpm*/2(6 — 0o) coincides with the
distribution of m

~ _ -1 _

= |3 (%= Z)* (m = 1)| m 22,

i=1

where Z1, ..., Zy are i.i.d. copies of Z, and Z,, denotes their sample mean. Hence one could
replace the t-distribution with the appropriate quantiles of H, which can be computed, thanks to
the fact that we are able to simulate from the distribution of Z.

2For example, in monotone function estimation, e.g. (1.2), Z is the Chernoff random variable scaled by its own
standard deviation.
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6 BANERJEE, M., DUROT, C. AND SEN, B.

3. Letting m grow with n: asymptotic considerations. In this section, we derive the
asymptotic distribution of y/mr, (0 — 6p) under certain conditions, as m — oo. To highlight
the dependence on n, we write m = my, 0; = 0, ; and 0 = 0,,,. Consider the triangular array

{fn,lyfn,%y- .. ,§n7mn}n21 Where gn,j = rn(ﬂn,j — (90) Let bn = E(én,l) = Tn(en — 90) Where
Oy, :=E(0,,) is assumed to be well-defined. The following theorem is proved in Section 7.1.

THEOREM 3.1.  Suppose (1.1) holds where E(G) = 0 and Var(G) = o2. Also, suppose that
bp = O(c;, 1), where ¢, = 00 as n — oo, and {&; |} is uniformly integrable. Then, as n — oo,
(i) for any my — 0o such that my, = o(c2), /mnrn(Om, — 6o) KN N(0,02);
(ii) if my, ~ O(c?), and furthermore \/my, by, — T, then \/myrn(Om, — 0o) KN N(r,d?).

REMARK 3.1 (Gains from sample-splitting: “divide to conquer”). The pooled estimator 0,,,
is more effective than Oy, when its convergence rate exceeds that of the latter, i.e.,

r rN/T
N Lo0e N/

— 0;
Mpry, my?

thus, if ry = N, using N = n X my,, this requires o < 1/2. In other words, acceleration is only
possible if the initial estimator has a slower convergence rate than the parametric rate.

REMARK 3.2 (Choice of my,). As above, let ry = N with a < 1/2, and let ¢, = n?®.
Choosing my, = n*?70, with 0 < § < 2¢, so that m, = o(c2), we have N no—0/2ta
Using my, x n = N, we get n = NY 200t The convergence rate of the pooled estimator in
terms of the total sample size is therefore N(@—0/2+a)/2(6=0/241/2) " Gince o < 1/2, this rate is
strictly less than NY/2. Next, the improvement in the convergence rate is given by

b—5/2+a _a_2<1_> ¢ —65/2
20p—0/2+1/2) 6—0/2+1/2°

2

which is monotone decreasing in §. This means that smaller values of §, corresponding to larger
values of my, = N@0=0/(20=0+1) give greater improvements in the convergence rate. In the
situation of conclusion (ii) of the above theorem, when § = 0 and m, = O(c2), we get the
mazimal convergence rate: N(@t9)/2(0+1/2) Ty get the best possible rate, we would like to get
hold of the optimal value of ¢y, i.e., we would want b, = O(c,t) but not o(c,;'). The optimal
cn, might, of course, be difficult to obtain in a particular application; however, sub-optimal c,’s
will also improve the rate of convergence, albeit not to the best possible extent.

From Theorem 3.1 we see that the two key challenges to establishing the asymptotic normality
of the pooled estimator are: (a) establishing uniform integrability as desired above, and, (b)
determining an order for the bias b,. In the following sections we consider the example of
monotone regression and address (a) and (b) for the isotonic MLE and its inverse.

4. Sample splitting in a variety of monotone function problems. In this section,
we study the behavior of the pooled estimator obtained via sample-splitting through a variety
of examples involving the estimation of a monotone function in different contexts: regression,
current status data, density estimation, and hazard rate estimation under right censoring. These
four scenarios cover the four core statistical contexts in which monotone function estimation has
been studied extensively in the literature. As we will see, the results obtained in the four different
scenarios (under broadly similar assumptions) show the recurrence of the same convergence rates.
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DIVIDE AND CONQUER IN NON-STANDARD PROBLEMS 7

4.1. The isotonic regression problem. Our formal treatment is developed in the framework
of [11] which considers a general monotone nonincreasing regression model described below. The
results, of course, extend immediately to the nondecreasing case. Having observed i.i.d. copies
{W; = (X,Y;) : i = 1,...,n} of (X,Y) € [0,1] x R, we aim at estimating the regression
function p defined by p(z) = E(Y|X = =z), for z € [0,1], under the constraint that it is
nonincreasing on [0, 1]. Alternatively, we may be interested in estimating the inverse function
p~t With € = Y — p(X) we define v*(x) := E(€?|X; = z) for all z € [0,1] and we make the
following assumptions.

(R1) p is differentiable and decreasing on [0, 1] with infy |p/(¢)| > 0 and sup, |p/(t)] < oo.
(R2) X has a bounded density f which is bounded away from zero.

(R3) There exists ¢y > 0 such that v2(t) > co(t A (1 —t)) for all ¢ € [0, 1].

(R4) There exists a > 0 such that E (e’“|.X) < exp(af#?) a.e. for all 6 € R.

Assumption (R3) is less restrictive than the usual assumption of a variance function v bounded
away from zero and allows us to handle the current status model in Subsection 4.2. Assumption
(R4) is fulfilled for instance if the conditional distribution of € given X is sub-Gaussian and the
variance function v? is bounded.

4.1.1. The isotonic LSE of i and the inverse estimator. We start with an exposition of
the characterization of the LSE of p and its inverse under the monotonicity constraint. With
Xy < -+ < X(n) the order statistics corresponding to Xj,..., X, and Y(;) the observation
corresponding to X(;), let A;, be the piecewise-linear process on [0, 1] such that

i 1
(4.1) n(2) =2
J<i
for all ¢ € {0,...,n}, where we set ngo Y(j) = 0. Let A, be the left-hand slope of the least
concave majorant of A,. It is well known that a monotone ji,, is an LSE if and only if it satisfies

(4.2) fin(X(3)) = An(i/n)
for all ¢ = 1,...,n. In the sequel, we consider the piecewise-constant left-continuous LSE ji,
that is constant on the intervals [0, X(1)], (X(,), 1] and (X(;_1), X(3] foralli =2,...,n — 1.

Now, recall that for every nonincreasing left-continuous function 4 : [0, 1] — R, the generalized
inverse of h is defined as: for every a € R, h™!(a) is the greatest ¢t € [0, 1] that satisfies h(t) > a,
with the convention that the supremum of an empty set is zero. In the sequel, we consider the

generalized inverse fi,,1 of fi, as an estimator for p~1.

4.1.2. Uniform integrability and bias. Below, we provide bounds on the maximal risk of
the isotonic LSE and its inverse, which imply uniform integrability. Although such bounds on
the maximal risk over suitable classes of functions are known for most nonparametric function
estimators, this is the first instance for such a result in the context of isotonic regression. We
also establish the order of the bias for both estimators. The proofs are given in Section 7.4.

THEOREM 4.1.  Assume (R4) and that X has a density function f. Let Ay, ..., As be positive
numbers and consider F1, the class of nonincreasing functions p on [0,1] such that

p(t) — ()

4.3 A <
(4.3) P t—x

< Ay forallt # x € [0,1],
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|u(t)] < As for allt € [0,1], and As < f(t) < A4 for all t. Then, for any p > 1, there exists
K, > 0 that depends only on p, A1,..., As and a such that
1. limsup sup,cz, nP/3E, (|an (@) — p=Y(a)|P) < K, for all fized a € R,

n—oo

2. limsup sup,cr, nPBE, (|fin(t) — u(t)|P) < K, for all fized t € (0,1).

n—oo

Note that (4.3) holds if u has a first derivative that is bounded from both infinity and zero.

REMARK 4.1.  Theorem 4.1 implies that for fized t, nP/>E,, (|fin(t) — pu(t)[P) is bounded. This
is similar to [15, (11.32) and (11.33)] in the current status model. However, the inequalities in
[15] hold for all t, whereas the corresponding inequality for the general regression model above
holds only for t in a restricted interval. This is due to a very specific feature of the estimator in
the current status model: it has the same range as the estimated function since both of them are
distribution functions. In particular, the estimator is consistent at the boundaries in the current
status model, whereas it is not in the general regression model. Hence, the strategy of proof in
[15] does not extend to our regression model: whereas the proof in [15] is based solely on an
exponential inequality for the tail probabilities of the inverse estimator, our proof is based on two
tail inequalities, one of them being an extension of Theorem 11.3 in [15] to our setting (Lemma
7.1), and the other one being a sharper inequality for points outside the range of p (Lemma 7.3).

We next consider the order of the bias. Tackling the bias requires imposing additional smooth-
ness assumptions on the underlying parameters of the problem. Precisely, we assume for some
of our results that v? has a bounded second derivative on [0, 1], that x is differentiable with

(4.4) W () — 1 (y)] < Cla — yl*, for all z,y € [0, 1],

for some C' > 0 and s > 0 (where bounds on s will be specified precisely while stating the actual
results); and, instead of (R2), the more restrictive assumption:

(R5) The density f of X is bounded away from zero with a bounded first derivative on [0, 1].

THEOREM 4.2. Assume (R1), (R5), (R3) and (R4). Assume, furthermore, that v> has a
bounded second derivative on [0,1] and p satisfies (4.4) for some C > 0 and s > 1/2. Then,

E (i, (a) = n!(a)) = o(n™"/?)+O(n~ )/ (log n)*/?)
uniformly in a € [u(1) + Kn=6logn, u(0) — Kn="%logn).
Now, consider the bias of the direct estimator. For technical reasons, we require a higher degree

of smoothness s = 1 on p’ than needed for dealing with the inverse function and we obtain a
slower rate than for the inverse.

THEOREM 4.3. Assume (R1), (R5), (R3), (R4), v* has a bounded second derivative on [0, 1]
and (4.4) holds for some C' > 0 and s = 1. For an arbitrary fized [c1,c2] C (0,1), we have

E (jin(t) — u(t)) = O(n~"/15%¢)
with an arbitrary ¢ > 0, where the big-O term is uniform in t € [c1, ca).
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DIVIDE AND CONQUER IN NON-STANDARD PROBLEMS 9

4.1.3. On the criticality of the smoothness assumption on p. Theorems 4.2 and 4.3 show that
under appropriate smoothness assumptions, the bias of the isotonic LSE and its inverse converge
to 0 at a rate strictly faster than n='/3; e.g., in the inverse problem, n'/3(E(j, ' (a) — p~"(a)) =
o(c,; 1) for some ¢, going to infinity, whence by Theorem 3.1, we can choose the number of
sub-samples m,, — oo (in terms of ¢,) for constructing the pooled estimator, achieving in the
process an acceleration in the convergence rate compared to the global estimator. However, the
cube-root convergence rate in the isotonic regression problem does not require smoothness: it is
valid even under a Lipschitz assumption on the regression function. It is, therefore, interesting to
consider whether the divide and conquer method works under the weaker Lipschitz assumption.
This boils down to the question whether the bias of the isotonic estimator (or its inverse) also
disappears at a rate faster than n~/3 under Lipschitz continuity. We show in Section 8.13 of
the supplement (in the inverse problem setting) that without smoothness, Lipschitz continuity
in itself is not sufficient to guarantee a bias that vanishes sufficiently quickly. Indeed, in our
example, n'/3(E(ji- (a)) — p~'(a)) converges to a non-zero quantity. The pooled estimator
therefore accumulates bias and its MSE goes to infinity as m,, increases and divide and conquer
fails dramatically.

4.1.4. Sample splitting in the isotonic regression model. We next study the effect of sample-
splitting in the isotonic regression model. We consider N i.i.d. copies {(X;, Y;)}Y, of (X,Y) as
above. The parameter of interest is 6y = pu(tg) which is estimated by

1 &
emn = — Z IEan.] (t0)7
My, =

fin,; being the isotonic LSE computed from the j-th split-sample. Under (a subset of) the
assumptions on the parameters of the model made in Theorem 4.3, convergence in law to Cher-
noff’s distribution holds: with i denoting the global estimator based on all N observations,
we have (1.2) with x := |40 (to)p/ (to)/ f(to)|'/®. To apply Theorem 3.1, we need to show that:
(a) n'/3(0, — u(to)) = O(n~=?) (here 6,, = E[fi,1(to)]) for some ¢ > 0, and (b) the uniform
integrability of the sequence {n%3(fin 1(to) — u(to))? 1.

Now, (b) is a direct consequence of Theorem 4.1 applied with any p > 2. As far as (a) is
concerned, by Theorem 4.3, we know that the desired condition in (a) is satisfied for s = 1
in (4.4) for any fixed t¢ € (0, 1), by taking ¢ = (7/15—1/3) —( = (2/15— () where ¢ > 0 can be
taken to be arbitrarily small. From Remark 3.2, choosing m,, = n?¢=9 = n#/15-2¢=9 for 5 small
enough 0 < § < 2¢, we conclude that with o2 = k2 Var(Z), we have

(4.5) N (7/15-¢=6/2)/(19/15-2(~0) (@mn — 6o) g N<0702).

4.1.5. Inverse function estimation at a point. Consider the same set-up as in Section 4.1.4.
We now consider estimation of u~!(a) via the inverse isotonic LSE under the assumptions of
Theorem 4.2. The behavior of the isotonic estimator i~! based on the entire data of size N is
given by (1.3) where & := |4v%(to)/i (to)2f (to)|/3, with tg = p~'(a). To apply Theorem 3.1,
we need to show that: (a) n'/3(0, — p~'(a)) = O(n=?) (here 6,, = E[ﬂ;}l(a)]) for some ¢ > 0,
and (b) the uniform integrability of the sequence {n2/3(,&;’11 (a) — p=1(a))?}n>1.

In this case, (b) is a direct consequence of Theorem 4.1 applied with any p > 2. As far as (a)
is concerned, by Theorem 4.2, we know that the desired condition in (a) is satisfied for s > 3/4
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10 BANERJEE, M., DUROT, C. AND SEN, B.

in (4.4) for any fixed a in the interior of the range of p by taking ¢ = (1/2 —1/3) = 1/6. From
Remark 3.2, choosing m, = n?? = nl/3 (for the inverse function estimation problem we are
actually in the situation of conclusion (ii) of Theorem 3.1 with 7 = 0), we conclude that:

(4.6) N (1/3+1/6)/[2(1/6+1/2)] O, — 00) = N3/8(§mn — 6p) 4 N(0,52),

where 52 = &2 Var(Z). The pooled estimator, therefore, has a convergence rate of N3/8.

REMARK 4.2.  The order of the bias obtained in the forward problem (Theorem 4.3) is slower
than that obtained in the inverse problem (Theorem /.2) and comes at the expense of increased
smoothness (s = 1) compared to Theorem /J.2. This seems to be, at least partly, an artifact of our
approach where we start from the characterization of the inverse estimator and derive results
for the forward problem from those in the inverse problem through the switching relationship.

Next, even for the inverse problem, it is not clear at this point whether the order of the bias
obtained in Theorem 4.2 is optimal, i.e., the best possible one under the assumed smoothness.
It is conceivable that when s > 3/4 the exact order of the bias is smaller than the obtained
o(n_1/2) rate from Theorem /.2. A smaller bias would allow a faster rate of convergence than
N3/8 through an appropriate choice of my,. A complete resolution of the bias problem is outside
the scope of this paper. It is, however, worth reiterating that Theorems 4.2 and /.3 are the first
systematic attempts in the literature to quantify the bias of isotonic estimators.

4.2. The current status model. The current status model has found extensive applications
in epidemiology and biomedicine. One version of this problem is to estimate the distribution
function Fr of a failure time 7' > 0 on [0, 1], based on observing n independent copies of the
censored pair (X, Ir<x). Here, X € [0, 1] is the observation time independent of T', and Ir<x
stipulates whether or not the failure has occurred before time X. Then,

for all z € [0,1]. This falls in the general framework of Section 4.1 with ¥ = —Ir<x and
u = —Fp, which is nonincreasing. It follows from [17, Remark page 30] that the NPMLE of Fr is
precisely the right-continuous version of Fr, = — {1, where [i,, is the LSE from Section 4.1.1. We
give below a separate treatement for FTn in the current status model since € := —Ip<x + Fpr(X)
does not satisfy the assumption (R4). The following theorem is proved in Section 7.2.

THEOREM 4.4. Assume that we observe n independent copies of (X, Ir<x), where X € [0,1]
is independent of T > 0. Assume that T has a continuous density function fr that is bounded
away from both zero and infinity on [0,1], and that X has a density function f on [0,1] that is
bounded away from zero and has a continuous first derivative on [0,1]. With Fpy, as above and
the corresponding inverse Ff;(a) = i1 (—a) we have:

1. For any p > 1, there exists K;, > 0 such that for alln, t € [0,1] and a € [0, 1],
E (]FTn(t) - FT(t)|p> < Kyn P and E (|F:Fnl(a) — FrY(a) |p) < K,nP/3.

2. If moreover, fr is Lipschitz continuous, then with arbitrary positive K, c1,¢ and co < 1,
E (F—nl (a) — FT—l(a)) = o(n"M?) and E (FTn(t) - FT(t)> = O(n~7/15+9)

uniformly for all a € [Kn='/%logn,1 — Kn='/%logn] and t € [c1, ca].
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DIVIDE AND CONQUER IN NON-STANDARD PROBLEMS 11

3. Now, let FTN denote the MLE based on N = m, X n observations from the current
status model, 13’%3 the MLE from the j 'th subsample and F,,, the pooled isotonic estimator
obtained by averaging the A}Qs. Under the above assumptions, for all {,§ > 0, sufficiently
small, and any 0 <t < 1, we have

N (7/15-¢=6/2)/(19/15-2(~6) (an (t) — F(t)) i> N(070,2)7

where 02 = {4 Fr(t)(1 — FPr(t)) fr(t)/f(t)}?/3 Var(Z). Moreover, for any a € (0,1), with
O, the pooled estimator obtained by averaging the (F}J,rz)_l(a)s,

N33, — Fr'(a)) % N(0,62),

where 52 = {4a(1 — a)/ fp(ta)>f(ta)}2/3 Var(Z) with t, = Fr'(a). On the other hand,

Nl/S(FTN(t) — F(t)) LY {4Fr(t)(1 — FT(t))fT(t)/f(t)}l/S Z,

while
NY3(Epk(a) = Frl(a)) % {4a(1 — @)/ fr(ta)? ()} P 2.

4.3. The monotone density and monotone hazard problems. We further illustrate our results
on two widely studied monotone function problems, where the goal is to estimate a function A
on [0,1] under the known constraint that it is nonincreasing.

(a) Grenander estimator: Consider i.i.d. data W1y, ..., W, with common nonincreasing den-
sity function A on the interval [0, 1]. The nonparametric MLE of \ is An, the left-hand slope
of the least concave majorant of the empirical distribution function A,, corresponding to
Wi, ...,Wy.

(b) Monotone hazard under right censoring: Consider i.i.d. data {W; := (X;,;) : i =
1,...,n} from the random censorship model: X; = min(7;,C;) and 6; = Typ<¢,y. The
failure times T; are assumed to be nonnegative with density f and to be independent of the
i.i.d. censoring times C; that have a distribution function G. The failure rate A = f/(1—F),
where F' is the distibution function corresponding to f, is assumed to be nonincreasing.
We will consider the Huang-Wellner estimator A, on [0,1], defined as the left-hand slope
of the least concave majorant of the restriction of the Nelson-Aalen estimator A,, to [0, 1]
[18]. Recall that if t; < --- < tx denote the ordered distinct uncensored failure times,
and ny the number of i € {1,...,n} with X; > tx, then A,, is constant on [t,txy1) with
An(ty) = S icpnyt for all k, A, (t) =0 for all t < t1, and A, (t) = A, (tx) for all t > tg.

Given some tg € (0,1) the parameter of interest is 0y = A(tp).

THEOREM 4.5. Assume that we observe n independent copies of W in either the frame-
work (a) or (b), with the corresponding estimator A, of A. Assume that X\ is differentiable and
decreasing on [0, 1] with inf; A(t) > 0 and

(4.7) A < ‘/\(t)_)‘(”@)

t—x

< Ay for allt # x € [0,1],

In addition, under (b), assume that F(1) < 1, limy; G(t) < 1, and G has a bounded continuous
derivative on (0,1). We then have, in both settings (a) and (b):
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12 BANERJEE, M., DUROT, C. AND SEN, B.

1. For any p > 1, there exists K, > 0 such that for alln, t € [n=1/3,1—n"13] and a € R,
E (y&n(w - /\(t)|p> < Kyn P and E (\X;l(a) - A_l(a)\p) < Kyn?/3,

2. If moreover, X has a first derivative that satisfies |\ (t)— N (z)| < Alt—=z| for allt,x € [0,1]
and some A > 0, then with K >0, ¢c1 > 0, co <1, and ¢ > 0 arbitrary constants,

E (x;l(a) - A‘l(a)) — o(n"Y?) and E <5\n(t) - A(t)) — O(n~T/15+9)
uniformly for all a € [Kn="/%logn,1 — Kn='/%logn] and t € [c1, ca].

3. Now, let )\N denote the MLE based on N = m, X n observations, )\(j) the MLE fmm
the j 'th subsample and N, the pooled isotonic estimator obtained by averaging the 5\55)5.
Under the above assumption, for all (,6 > 0 sufficiently small, and any 0 <t < 1, we have

NT/15=C=0/2)/(19/15-20=0) (X (1) — \(t)) % N (0, 2Var(Z)),

where k = |[ANE)N ()3 under (a) and x = \4)\(t))\/(t)/ﬁ( )]1/3 under (b), where H(t) =
(1 —-F(t)(1 — G(t)). Moreover, for any a € (0,1), with 6,,, being the pooled estimator
obtained by averaging the ()\(J))*l(a)s,

Ng/s(gm _ )\—1(@)) i N(O,F@QVaT(Z)),

with & = |4a/[N (A1 (a)]?|V? under (a) and & = |4a/[N (A" (a)]?P HA " (a))|'/? under
(b). On the other hand:
N1/3(5\N(t0) — )\(to)) i HZ,

while

N33 a) = A Ha) S &Z.

To save space, and given that the proof techniques are similar to those of the models considered
earlier, an outline of the proof of the above theorem is relegated to Section 8.14 of the supplement.

5. Sample-splitting and the super-efficiency phenomenon. The variance reduction
accomplished by sample-splitting (see (2.2)) for estimating a fixed monotone function, or its
inverse, at a given point comes at a price. We show in this section, in the context of the inverse
isotonic regression problem, that though a larger number of splits (m) brings about greater
reduction in the variance for a fixed function, the performance of the pooled estimator in a
uniform sense, over an appropriately large class of functions, deteriorates in comparison to the
global estimator as m increases. This can be viewed as a super-efficiency phenomenon: a trade-off
between point wise performance and performance in a uniform sense.

5.1. Super-efficiency of the pooled estimator. Fix a nonincreasing function pg on [0, 1] that is
continuously differentiable on [0, 1] with 0 < ¢ < |ug(t)| < d < oo for all ¢ € [0, 1]. Let ¢ € (0, 1).
Define a neighborhood M of pg as the class of all continuous nonincreasing functions u on [0, 1]
that are continuously differentiable on [0, 1], that coincide with ug outside of (z¢ — €o, zo + €9)
for some (small) ¢y > 0, and such that 0 < ¢ < |¢/(¢)| < d < oo for all ¢ € [0,1]. Now, consider
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DIVIDE AND CONQUER IN NON-STANDARD PROBLEMS 13

N ii.d. observations {(X;,Y;)}X, from (X,Y) as in Section 4.1 where X ~ Uniform(0,1) is
independent of ¢ ~ N(0,v?). We know that the isotonic estimate Oy of 6y := py*(a) satisfies

(5.1) N3y —60) % G,

as N — oo, where G =4 kZ, Z being the Chernoff random variable, and & > 0 is a constant.
If we split N as m x n, where m is a fixed integer, then as N — 0o, Lemma 2.1 tells us that
NV 3(§m — 6p) converges in distribution to m~1/SH , where 0,, is the pooled estimator and H
has the same variance as G. By Theorem 4.1 we have uniform integrability under pg, whence

(5.2) E.o [N2/3(§N - 00)2} — Var(G) and E, N30, — 00)*| = m~ Y3 Var(Q),
as N — oo. Hence, the pooled estimator outperforms the inverse isotonic regression estimator.

We now focus on comparing the performance of the two estimators over the class My. In this
regard we have the following theorem, proved in Section 7.3.

THEOREM 5.1. Let

(5.3) E :=limsup sup E, NPy — 90)2] and E,, :=liminf sup E, [NQ/?’(?m - 00)2}
N—oo peMp N—oo HEMo

where the subscript m indicates that the mazximal risk of the m-fold pooled estimator (m fized)
is being considered. Then E < oo while Ey, > m2/3 co, for some cg > 0. When m = m,, diverges
to infinity,

liminf sup E, [N2/3(§mn — 00)2] = 00.
N—oo HEM

Therefore, from Theorem 5.1 it follows that the asymptotic maximal risk of the pooled esti-
mator diverges to oo (at least) at rate m?/3. Thus, the better off we are in a pointwise sense with
the pooled estimator, the worse off we are in the uniform sense over the class of functions My.

REMARK 5.1.  As an inspection of the proof of this theorem reveals, the super-efficiency
phenomenon with this dichotomy of pointwise and uniform risk is really an outcome of a bias-
related problem. The mazimal squared bias of the appropriately normalized pooled estimator over
the class of functions Mo considered in the above theorem diverges to co owing to the fact that
the mazimal squared bias (over the class My) of the subsample level isotonic estimates fails to
go to 0. Essentially, the class My is so large that the Hélder condition (4.4) is not satisfied
uniformly over My.

Table 1 gives the ratios of the (estimated) mean squared errors E [(ﬂj_\,l (a) = 600)2]/E [(0n — 60)?]
comparing the performance of the pooled estimator 8,, with the global estimator /l;,l (a) as n
and m change for two different models, which are described in the caption to the table. For
the first model (left table) we fix p(z) = = and let N — oo and find that the pooled estimator
has superior performance to the global estimator as m (and n) grows. The ratio of the mean
squared errors is generally close to m!/3, as per (5.2). The second model considered (right ta-
ble) illustrates the phenomenon described in Theorem 5.1. We lower bound the supremum risk
over M by considering a sequence of alternatives in My (obtained from local perturbations to
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(n,m) 5 10 15 30 45 60 90 5 10 15 30 45 60 90
50 | 1.67 1.71 190 1.66 1.57 1.65 1.17 147 121 094 0.70 0.55 0.54 0.39
100 | 1.31 1.76 2.21 229 216 246 233 1.04 097 090 0.59 047 040 0.31
200 | 1.75 2.06 2.42 281 258 3.16 3.39 1.03 094 076 0.68 0.42 0.38 0.29
500 | 1.70 2.13 2.12 280 3.16 3.59 4.11 1.01 090 0.69 054 044 034 0.24
1000 | 1.46 2.04 246 288 3.60 3.51 4.31 1.16 0.88 0.66 0.52 0.36 0.34 0.24
3000 | 1.63 2.12 233 3.11 4.15 3.84 3.69 1.09 087 0.75 043 0.40 0.31 0.21
10000 | 1.75 2.11 270 2.86 3.31 5.08 5.18 || 0.94 0.79 0.80 043 0.33 031 0.23
TABLE 1
E[(py' (a)—00)?]
E[(8:m —00)2]
0. with the global estimator fiy' as n and m change for the model: Y = u(X) + ¢, X ~ Unif(0,1),
€ ~ N(0,0.2%), and a = 0.5, with (i) p(z) = =, and (ii) p(z) = pn(x) =z +n" V3 B(n'3(z — x0)) with
B(u) =271 = (Ju| — 1)*)*I{juj<a}. For both (i) and (i), 0o = p~ " (a) = 0.5.

Ratios of the (estimated) mean squared errors comparing the performance of the pooled estimator

wu(x) = x around z¢ = 0.5) for which the ratio of the mean squared errors falls dramatically
below 1, suggesting that in such a scenario it is better to use the global estimator [L;Vl(a).

The super-efficiency phenomenon noted in connection with the pooled estimator in the mono-
tone regression model is also seen with sample-splitting with smoothing based procedures, e.g.,
kernel based estimation, if the bandwidth used in the divide and conquer method is not ap-
propriately adjusted. We describe the phenomenon in a density estimation setting, since this
is the easiest to deal with, in Section 8.15 of the supplementary document. Indeed, several au-
thors have criticized such super-efficiency phenomena in nonparametric function estimation; see
e.g., [6], [27, Section 1.2.4]. Indeed, it is shown in the second reference that (under the usual
twice differentiability assumptions) there exist infinitely many bandwidths that, under any fixed
density, produce kernel estimates with asymptotically strictly smaller MSE than the Epanech-
nikov oracle and argued therein that the criterion of assessment of an estimator should therefore
be quantified in terms of its maximal risk over an entire class of densities.

While this is certainly a reasonable perspective, we believe that there is also some merit in
studying the pointwise behavior of estimators such as in (5.1) (as opposed to a uniform measure
such as (5.3)). For construction of Cls statisticians usually rely on such pointwise asymptotic
results as it is often quite difficult to obtain useful practical procedures that have justification
in a uniform sense. Moreover, in the regime of massive datasets, sample-splitting can provide
practical gains over the global estimator which might be impossible to compute.

6. Conclusion. We have established rigorous results on the behavior of the pooled (by
averaging) estimator using sample-splitting in a variety of nonparametric monotone function
estimation problems and demonstrated both its pros and cons. The dichotomy between pointwise
risk and maximal risk demonstrated in this paper is expected to arise more broadly in many
of the other cube-root M-estimation problems mentioned in the Introduction and developed in
[19], since the inverse monotone regression problem treated in this paper is as an M-estimation
problem of the type considered in [19]. A generic treatment of this class of problems should
provide an interesting avenue for future research but is outside the scope of this paper. A more
general (and harder) question worth considering is a broad characterization of non-standard
problems (not necessarily with cube-root convergence rates) where sample-splitting followed by
averaging improves the point-wise risk but produces out-of-control uniform risk bounds, and also
how one can circumvent this dichotomy by the use of other clever divide-and-conquer algorithms.
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7. Proofs of the main results.

7.1. Proof of Theorem 3.1. Since {512171}7121 is uniformly integrable and &, i LA G, o2 =
Var(&,1) — o2 as n — oo. Set

Mn

Ly = Z(&Lj - bn)

J=1

and let B2 := Var(Z,) = m,02. Now, with &, = m,! > i &n,j we have

Zn o Z;nznl(gnd - bn) _ \Y mnrn(émn B 00) _ \/m” b” =71 —JII

B, VMnOn On On

To show that Z,, /B, 4N (0,1), we just need to verify the Lindeberg condition: for every ¢ > 0,

S E{(E — b1 {601 — bul > ey on}] 0.

n

Since o2 converges to o> > 0 and m, — 0o, the above condition is implied by the uniform

integrability of {(&,1 — bn)?}n>1 which is guaranteed by the uniform integrability of {53171}

2

(since the sequence by, goes to 0 and is therefore bounded). Hence, Z,,/B,, 4N (0,1).

Now assume that m,, is as in (). Then, II,, — 0, which implies that I,, converges to a standard
Gaussian law, whence (i) follows. Next, if m,, is as in (i), I1, — 7/0, and (i7) follows. O

7.2. Proof of Theorem /.4. Let p = —Fr and for all i = 1,...,n, let ¥; = —In<x, and
e = Yi — u(X;) € [-1,1]. Moreover, define v*(x) := E(€?|X; = z) for all x € [0, 1]. We then have

v?(z) = Var(Ir<,) = Fr(z)(1 — Fr(z)).

Note that F'(a) = p~'(—a). Under the assumptions of Theorem 4.4, (R1) and (R5) hold
true. The assumption (R3) holds since T has a density function that is bounded away from
zero. However, (R4) does not hold so Theorems 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3 cannot be directly applied to
obtain the results in the current status model. Nevertheless, we will follow the same line of
proof in the current status model as in the general regression model. Note that in the current
setting, the variance function v? may not have a bounded second derivative but instead, it has
a Lispschitz first derivative with is in fact enough for our purposes. Hence, the first step is to
obtain analoguous of the preliminary lemmas of Section 7.4.1 for the current status model. As a
consequence of Theorem 11.3 in [15], the inequality (7.8) still holds for all @ € [0, 1] and = > 0.
Because fi,,}(a) = p~!(a) for all a ¢ [0,1] in the current status case, the inequality also holds
for all @ € R. Because thanks to (7.4), U, = F,(ji;') + O(n~!), combining this with Corollary
1 in [22] implies that (7.9) also holds for all @ € R and = > 0. Now, ji,,!(a) is equal ot 0 for
all a > A(0) and to 1 for all @ < A(1), so (7.10) holds for all a > A(0) and x > n~! (since the
probability on the left-hand side is zero), whereas (7.11) holds for all @ > A(1) and = > n~1.
This means that one can still apply Lemmas 7.1, 7.2 and 7.3 in the current status model.

The second assertion of Theorem 4.4 follows from Theorem 11.3 in [15]. The first one follows
from (11.32) and (11.33) of that book. The conclusions in 2 (on the orders of the bias of Fry,
and F:le) follow by the same arguments as for the proof of Theorems 4.2 and 4.3 using that
the preparatory lemmas of Section 7.4.1 still apply and |¢;| < 1, and the conclusions in 3 follow
exactly in the same fashion as for the general regression model considered above. [
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7.3. Proof of Theorem 5.1. Here, we assume that g is nondecreasing — this is convenient as
we borrow several results from other papers stated in the context when g is nondecreasing. The
neighborhood My in the statement of the theorem needs to be similarly modified. (Of course,
appropriate changes will lead to the proof of the case when pg is nonincreasing.)

By Theorem 4.1 (adapted to nondecreasing functions), with p = 2 and noting that M is a
subset of an appropriate /7 we conclude that E < oco. Letting

Vi :=limsup sup Varu[Nl/g(éN —n" @),
N—oco pueMy

and

Vo :=limsup sup N2/3[E# On — M_l(a)]Q’
N—oco pueMy

we have V1 V Vo < E < V; 4+ Vi < oo. Recall that as 6, is the average of the m i.i.d. random

variables ﬂ;}(a), i=1...,m E.(0p) = Eu(ﬂ;}l(a)). Now, consider

Vom = liminf sup N2/3[Eugm—,u_l(a)]2
neEMo
= m*3liminf sup n2/3[E#ﬂ;11(a)—p_l(a)]2 = m?3W.

n—oo HGMO

Note that, E,, > Vo, = m2/3 172 We will show below that ‘72 > 0; thus cg in the statement
of the theorem can be chosen to be V3. To this end, consider the monotone regression model
under a sequence of local alternatives i, which eventually lie in M. Let Y = p,,(X) + € where
everything is as before but po changes to p, which is defined as

pn(z) = po(x) + 2B (n3 (2 — 6y))

and B is a non-zero function continuously differentiable on R, vanishing outside (—1, 1), such
that j, is monotone for each n and lies eventually in the class My®. Note that p, and g
can differ on (§g — n='/3,60p + n=/3) only, and that u!,(z) = uh(x) + B'(n'/3(x — b)) for
z € [0 —n13 00 +n'/3) and ), (z) = uj(x) otherwise. It is clear that this can be arranged
for infinitely many B’s.

The above sequence of local alternatives was considered in [1] in a more general setting, namely
that of monotone response models, where (in a somewhat unfortunate collision of notation) X
denotes response and Z the covariate. We invoke the results of that paper using the (Y, X)
notation of this paper and ask the reader to bear this in mind. Using our current notation for
the problem in [1], X follows density px(x) = T 1y(z) and Y | X = x ~ p(y,9(x)), ¢ being
a monotone function and p(y,#) a regular parametric model. The monotone regression model
with homoscedastic normal errors under current consideration is a special case of this setting
with p(y, §) being the N(,v?) density, the 1,,’s in that paper defining the local alternatives are
the monotone functions ju,, Yo = po, ¢ = 1 and A, (z) = B(n'/?(z — x¢)) for all n. Invoking
Theorems 1 and 2 of [1] with the appropriate changes, we conclude that under p,,,

X (h) := '3 (in (60 + hn %) = 10(00)) > gean(h),

3There is nothing special about (—1,1) as far as constructing the B is concerned. Any (—c,c), for ¢ > 0 can
be made to work.
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DIVIDE AND CONQUER IN NON-STANDARD PROBLEMS 17

where ¢ = v,d = pf(z0)/2, D is a shift function given by*:
tAl 0
o) = ([ B Tom@ = ([ Bludu) 1o,
tv—

and g.qp is the right-derivative process of the greatest convex minorant (GCM) of X, 4p(t) :=
cW (t) + dt?> + D(t) with W being a two-sided Brownian motion. Now, by essentially the same
calculation as on Page 422 of [5],

P 3 a+ Y3 —pg Ha)] < x) = P(n?(fin(Bo+2n2)—10(60)) > A) = P(gean(x) > N).
Setting A = 0, we get:

P, (a) — g ()] < x) = P(n3(j1n (80 + 2n™3) — 119(6p)) > 0) = Plgeap(z) > 0).
Next, by the switching relationship®,

P(geap(z) 2 0) = Plargmin Xcap(h) < 2),
and it follows that:
0!/ (i (a) = iy (@) 5 argmin Xeap(h).

Choosing B such that B(0) = 0, we note that pu;'(a) = py*(a) = o, and therefore, under the
sequence of local alternatives i,

(7.1) 0!/ (i, (@) — i (@) 5 argmin Xe g p(h).

Since the p,’s eventually fall within the class My, by Theorem 4.1 (adapted to nondecreasing
functions), we conclude that:

lim supn?**Ey,,, (|, (@) — i (@)]?) < Ko

n—oo

Thus the sequence {n'/3(fi-'(a) — p;'(a))}n>1 is uniformly integrable under the sequence (of
probability distributions corresponding to) { s, }rn>1 and in conjunction with (7.1) it follows that

lim /28y, (75 (@) — 17" (a))] = Elarg min X p(h))

n—o0

[Claim C] (proved in Section 8.16 of the Supplement): For any non-negative function B that
satisfies the conditions imposed above, and is additionally symmetric about 0,

E(arg m}}n Xcdap(h)) #0.

It follows that for any such B,

[E(arg m}jn X, ap(h)]? < Vs,

4There is a typo in the drift term as stated on page 514 of [1]: there should be a negative sign before the
integral that defines D(h) for h < 0 on page 514.
5For the details, see Section 8.16 of the Supplementary Material.
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18 BANERJEE, M., DUROT, C. AND SEN, B.

and hence ‘72 > 0. This delivers the assertions of the theorem for fixed m.

When m = m,, — 0o, note that

liminf sup E, [N2/3(§mn —uYa)?| > liminf sup N2/3[Eu O, — 1 (a)]?
N—oo eMy N—=0oo neMy

> liminf m%3 sup n?3[E, 0., — p~(a)?

n—00 ,UGMO

= liminf m?/3 sup n2/3[IEH [L;’ll(a) —uYa))?.

n—oo NEMO
By our derivations above,

sup n*/P[E, i, (@) — p~ (a))? >

up [E(arg rnhin Xeap(h)? >0
HEMo

N |

for all sufficiently large n. Hence, the liminf of the maximal normalized risk of i, is infinite. [

7.4. Some Selected Proofs for Section j.1.2. From (4.2) we have
(7.2) (X)) = Mnli/n) = Ny o Fu(Xpy),  i=1,....n,

where F), is the empirical distribution function of X, ..., X,,. We will first study 5\n and then
go back to fi, thanks to (7.2). Note that A,(i/n) = fi, o F71(i/n) for all i € {1,...,n}, where
F1(a) is the smallest ¢ € [0,1] that satisfies F},(t) > a, for all « € R. Both functions A, and
fin 0 F L are piecewise constant, so j\n = fino F L on [0,1] and ;\n estimates

(7.3) Ai=poF L
Let 1! and ¢ be the respective generalized inverses of i and A, which extend the usual inverses

to the whole real line in such a way that they remain constant on (—oo, 0] and on [1, 00). Letting
i} and U, be the respective generalized inverses of fi, and A, it follows from (7.2) that

(7.4) fin' = Fy o Uy,

and it can be shown that

(7.5) Un(a) = argmax{A,(u) — au}, for alla € R
u€(0,1]

where argmax denotes the greatest location of maximum (which is achieved on the set {i/n, i =
0,...,n} since A, is piecewise-linear). Part of the proofs below consist in first establish a result
for U, using the above characterization, and then go from U, to fi,;! using (7.4). To this end,
we will use a precise bound for the uniform distance between F~! and F;!, as well as a strong
approximation of the empirical quantile function, see Section 8.1 in the supplementary material.

We will repeatedly use the fact that because ¢’ = 1/X o g on (A(1),A(0)) where N = u/ o
F~1/fo F~!is bounded away from zero under (R1) and (R2), for all u,v € R we have

1
(7.6) l9(u) = g(v)] < infyepo) [N (t)]

Furthermore, we recall that Fubini’s theorem implies that for all random variables Z and r > 1,

lu — .

o0 o
(7.7) E|Z|" :/ P(|Z|" > x)dx = / P(|Z| > t)rt"dt.
0 0
We denote by PX and E¥X the conditional probability and expectation given (X1,..., X,).
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DIVIDE AND CONQUER IN NON-STANDARD PROBLEMS 19

7.4.1. Preliminaries. In this section, we provide exponential bounds, which are proved in the
supplementary material, for the tail probabilities of fi,,! and U,. We begin with a generalization
to our setting of Theorem 11.3 in [15]. Also, the lemma is a stronger version of inequality (11)
in [11] where an assumption (A5) was postulated instead of the stronger assumption (R4).

LEMMA 7.1. Assume (R4), X has a density function f, u is nonincreasing and there exist
positive numbers A, ..., As such that (4.3) holds and A3z < f(t) < As for allt € [0,1]. Then,
there exist positive numbers K1 and Ko that depend only on A1, ..., A4, a, where « is taken from
(R4), such that for alln, a € R and x > 0, we have

(7.8) P (|, (a) — =Y (a)| > z) < K1 exp(—Konz?).

n

To prove Lemma 7.1, we first prove a similar bound for U,. The exponential bound for U, is
given in the following lemma. It will be used also in the proof of Theorem 4.1.

LEMMA 7.2.  Under the assumptions of Lemma 7.1, there exist positive numbers K1 and Ko
that depend only on Aq,...,As and o such that for alln, a € R and x > 0, we have

(7.9) P (Wn(a) — gla)| > x) < K exp(—Kona®).

To prove Theorem 4.1, we also need a sharper inequality for the cases when a & [\(1), A(0)].

LEMMA 7.3. Assume (R4), X has a density function f, and p is nonincreasing. Then, there
exist positive numbers K1 and Ko that depend only o, which is taken from (R/), such that

(7.10) pX (Un(a) > g;) < Ky exp(—Ka(a — A\0))?nz)
for allm, a > \(0) and x>n"1, and
(7.11) pX (1 — Un(a) > x) < Ky exp(—Ks(a — M(1))?nz)

for alln, a < X\(1) and z>n"1.

7.4.2. Proof of Theorem 4.1. Integrating the inequality in Lemma 7.1 according to (7.7)
proves the first assertion. To prove the second one, we first prove a similar result for A,,.

LEMMA 7.4. Under the assumptions of Lemma 7.1, for all p > 0 and A > 0, there exist
positive K1, Ko that depend only on Ay, ..., Aq, a,p and A such that for alln andt € [n*1/3A, 1—
n_1/3A],

(7.12) E (n30(t) = M0)I) " < Kpa.

Proof. We denote y; = max(y,0) and y— = —min(y,0) for all y € R. To go from Un t0 An
we will make use of the following switch relation, that holds for all ¢ € (0, 1] and a € R:

(7.13) Mn(t) > a <=t < Up(a).
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20 BANERJEE, M., DUROT, C. AND SEN, B.

With a,; = A(t) + z, it then follows from (7.7) and the switch relation (7.13) that

B ((Gn®) - 20):)" = [P (Aal0) - A@) 2 o) por e
0
= / P (Un(ax) > t) paxP~tdx

0
where I denotes the integral over (0, A(0) — A(¢)] while I denotes the integral over (A(0) —
A(t),00). Consider I;. Since A = p o F~1, it follows from the Taylor expansion that with ¢ =
As/As, we have t — A~ (ay) > cx for all € (0, A\(0) — A(t)). Therefore, (7.9) implies that

P <(A]n(a$) > t) <P <Un(a$) A Yag) > ca:) < K exp(—Koc3na®)

for all z € (0, A(0) — A(t)). Hence,
A0)=A(t) o0
I < Kl/ exp(— Ky na®)pa? e < K1np/3/ exp(— Ky )pyP~dy,
0 0

using the change of variable y = n'/3z. The integral on the right hand side depends only on ¢
and p, and is finite for all p > 0. Hence, with C},/K; greater than this integral we obtain

(7.15) I < Cyn P,

Now consider Is. We have a, > A\(0) for all z > A(0) — A(¢) so it follows from (7.10) together
with (7.9) (where g(a;) = 0) that

2(A(0)=A(1) 00
I, < Kl/ exp(—KgntS)pxpldx—i—Kl/ exp(—Ka(az — A(0))*nt)pa? dx
A0)=A(t) 2(A(0)=A®)
< Ky exp(—Kont®)2P(A(0) — A(1))P + Kl/ exp(—Kox*nt/4)pzP~dz,
2(A(0)=A(®)

since a; — A(0) > x/2 for all z > 2(A\(0) — A(t)). Since A = po F~1, we have |\(t) — A\(0)| <
Aot/As for all ¢t € (0,1] and therefore,

L < K12p(A2/A3)pexp(—Kgnt3)tp+K1(nt)p/2/ exp(—KgyZ/él)pyp*ldy
0

using the change of variable y = zv/nt. The function ¢ — exp(—Kont®)t? achieves its maximum
on [0,00) at the point (3K2n/p)~ /3. This means that for all t > 0 we have

exp(—Kgnt3)tp < exp(—p/3) (3K2n/p)7p/3.

On the other hand, we have (nt)~P/2 < A=P/2n=P/3 for all t > n~'/3A, where A > 0 is fixed.
Combining this with the two preceding displays, we arrive at

3Kaon

*p/3 )
I < K12p(A2/A3)pexp(—p/3)< ) +K1Ap/2np/3/ exp(—Kay? /4)py? ' dy
0
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DIVIDE AND CONQUER IN NON-STANDARD PROBLEMS 21

for all t > n~1/3A, where the integral on the right hand side is finite. This means that there
exists K 4 > 0 such that I < Kp7An*p/3/2 for all t > n~1/3A. Combining this with (7.14) and
(7.15) and possibly enlarging K, 4 > 0, we obtain

E (3(t) = A®)+ ) < Kpan ™

for all t > n~/3A. It can be proved with similar arguments that the above inequality remains
valid with (-)4 replaced by (-)—, and Lemma 7.4 follows. O

It is known that Grenander type estimators are inconsistent at the boundaries. However, the
following lemma shows that such estimators remain bounded in the L,-sense. The lemma, which
is proved in the supplementary material, will be useful to go from Lemma 7.4 to Theorem 4.1.

LEMMA 7.5.  Assume (R4) and p is nonincreasing with |u(t)| < As for some As > 0 and all
t € [0,1]. Then, for allp >0, Athere exists K1 >0 tAhat depends only on p, As and a, where o is
taken from (R4), such that E|A\,(0)|P < Ky and E|\,(1)]P < K1, Vn.

We are now in a position to prove the second assertion in Theorem 4.1. Since i, is constant
on all intervals (X;), X(j4.1)] for i € {1,...,n—1} and also on [0, X(3)], and F}, is constant on all
intervals [X;), X (1)) for i € {1,...,n — 1} and also on [0, X(y)), it follows from (7.2) that for
all t ¢ {X(1),..., X(n)} we have fi,(t) = An(F,(t) +n~1). But X has a continuous distribution
so for a fixed ¢, we indeed have t & {X(1),..., X(;,)} a.s.. Hence, for all p > 1 we have

B ()~ n0)7 = B (Wm0 ) =) )
Using monotonicity of An, this means that
B (nt) ~ 1)s) < B ((AnlF0) 0 10m) - AF@D) )

~ p
(716) +E <<>‘TL(O) - )‘(1))+ ][Fn(zﬁ)Jrn*lSF(t)fn—l/2 logn> :

It follows from the Hélder inequality that
E ((5\”(0) - A(l))

< EY? <<in(o) . )\(1)>2p) pl/2 (Fn(t) +nl < F(t) — n~Y2log n)

p

n ][Fn(t)—&-n—lSF(t)—TFl/2 log n)

< EY? <(xn(0) — A(1))2”) p'/2 ( sup |F,(t) — F(t)] > n~Y/? 1ogn> .

te(0,1]
Combining this with Lemma 7.5 together with Corollary 1 in [22] yields

E ((Xn(()) - /\(1))

p 2

1
n ]II:'n(ii)—Q—TflSF(i&)—n—l/2 logn) < 0(1) (2 eXp(—Q(log n)Q)) /

uniformly for all p’s satisfying the assumptions of the lemma. Hence, there exists C), such that

~ p —
(717> E (()‘n(o) - A(1))_~_ ]IFn(t)—Q—TflSF(t)—n—l/2 logn) < Cpn o/
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292 BANERJEE, M., DUROT, C. AND SEN, B.

for all t € [0,1]. Now, consider the first term on the right hand side of (7.16). It follows from
the convexity of the function x +— 2P that (x + y)? < 2P~1(2P + yP) for all positive numbers
and y. Therefore, with ¢t > n~'/3 and z,, = F(t) — n="/2logn we have
~ p ~
B ( (Al =AF@) ) < 27 (Anlen) = Awn)?) + 2 A@n) - MEO)P
< 27E (JAn(@n) = M@a))P) + 277 (Ao/ AP/ (log n)?”
since thanks to (4.3),
IA(t) — Xz)| < As|t — x| /A3 for all t # x € [0,1].
Let A < A3/2. For large n, we have z, € [n"Y/3A4,1 —n~1/3A] for all t € [n=1/3,1 —n~1/3].

Hence, the previous display combined with Lemma 7.4 ensures that there exists C), such that

. P
E <()\n(xn) - A(F(t))) ) < CynP/3
+
for all t € [n=/3,1 — n='/3] and n sufficiently large. Together with (7.17) and (7.16), this yields

E ((fin(t) — p(t)) 5 )P < 2C,n~P/3

forallt € [nil/ 31-n"Y 3] and n sufficiently large. Possibly enlarging C), the previous inequality
remains true for all n. To see this, suppose that the above display holds for all n > n,,;,. Now,

E((jin(t) — p(t))+) < 27 Bl () V [fta(DP) + 2 (O v [u(1)]P .

by monotonicity of both p and fi,, and using convexity of x — xP. Hence, for n < npin,

WPPE((fin(t) — p(t)4) < (27K + 2 As)nll?

min

where K7 and Ajs are taken from Lemma 7.5. The negative part E ((jin(t) — p(t))-)can be
handled similarly, which completes the proof of Theorem 4.1. O

7.4.3. Proof of Theorem 4.2. Theorem 4.2 follows from Lemma 7.6 combined to Theorem
7.7 below since p(1) = A(1) and p(0) = A(0). Theorem 7.7 provides a precise bound for the bias
of Un whereas Lemma 7.6 makes the connection between the biases of /i, 1 and Un The lemma,
is proved in the supplementary material, using that u=! = F~logand g, ' = F;lo U,.

LEMMA 7.6. Assume (R1), (R5), (R4). Let =, g be the generalized inverses of ji, A. Then,

1

E (' () = 17 (@) = g & (Gol@) — (@) + o(n72)

where the small-o term is uniform in a € R.

THEOREM 7.7.  Assume (R1), (R5), (R3), (R4), v* has a bounded second derivative on [0, 1]
and (4.4) holds for some C' >0 and s > 1/2. For an arbitrary constant K > 0 we then have

E(Un(a)) = g(a) = o(n™"?)+0(n= ) (log n)*>/?)
uniformly in a € Jy, == [A(1) + Kn~Y%logn, \(0) — Kn~"%logn).
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Proof. We first localize. For a given a we define

(7.18) Un(a) = argmax {An(u) — au}
[u—g(b)|<Tnn=1/3, uc[0,1]
with T, = n® and b a random variable such that b = a + Op(n_l/ 2). Here, € > 0 is arbitrarily

small. The variable b will be chosen in a convenient way later. Note that ﬁn(a) is defined in
a similar way as U, (a), see (7.5), but with the location of the maximum taken on a shrinking
neighborhood of ¢g(b) instead of being taken over the whole interval [0, 1]. Although it may seem
more natural to consider b = a, we will see that this choice is not the better one to derive
precise bounds on the bias of ﬁn(a). For notational convenience, we do not make it explicit in

the notation that Un(a) depends on b. The following lemma makes the connection between the
bias of Uy, (a) and that of the localized version; it is proved in the supplementary file.

LEMMA 7.8. Assume (R1), (R2) and (R4). Let a € R and b a random variable such that
(7.19) P(ja — b| > x) < K; exp(—Kana?)

for all z > 0 where K1, Ko depend only on, f, i, 0. Then, E|U,(a) —(}n(a)] = o(n~Y2) uniformly.

In the sequel, we use the notation

(7.20) L(t) = /Ot v? o F~1(u) du for t € [0,1]

and the same notation 7, as in Theorem 7.7. We use L to normalize ﬁn(a) in the following

lemma, which is proved in the supplementary file. Thanks to the normalization with L, Un(a)
can be approached by the location of the maximum of a drifted Brownian motion, see (7.27).

LEMMA 7.9. Assume (R1), (R5), (R3), (R4). Let a € J, and b as in (7.19) for all x > 0,
where Ky, Ky depend only on f, i and v. Assume, furthermore, that E(b) = a + o(n~Y?) and
that v and p have a continuous first derivative on [0,1]. Uniformly in a € Jy,, we then have

LOn(@) = Le®) ) 1o
L{g(a)) >+( )

m@mwwman(

With B, and L taken from (8.5) and (7.20) respectively, let

(7.21) Pn(t) = \/%Bn(t)

Moreover, let A, be the event that all inequalities in (7.22) and (7.23) below hold true :

. su n(u)| < logn su wu) — bp(v)| < nh ogn
(7.22) p |Bn(u)| <logn, p | B (1) — B (v)| < VTn~/%logn,
u€(0,1] |lu—v|<Tpn=1/3\/logn
1
(7.23) sup |F; (u) — F7Y(u) — —————Bn(u)| <n° L,

uelo, ] Vi f(F=(u))
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where § € (0,1/3) can be chosen as small as we wish. We will prove below that P(A4,,) — 1 as
n — 00, see (7.33). The following lemma is proved in the supplement. Here and in the sequel,

(7.24) A(t) = /O A(u)du.

LEMMA 7.10. Letq >0, a € J, and

(7.25) b=a-— M)\’(g(a)).

n

Under the assumptions of Theorem 7.7, on A,, conditionally on (X1,...,X,), the variable

(7.26) n'3(L(Un(a)) — L(g(b)))
has the same distribution as

(7.27) argmax{ Dy, (b, u) + Wy (u) + Ry(a, b, u)},
u€ln(b)

where for all t € [0, 1],

n1/6
(7.28) W) = —— [Wn (Ln(t) Y1 4 ¢n(t)) - Wn(Ln(t))} , uER,

V14 én(t)

with W, being a standard Brownian motion under PX,

L(b) = [n'* (L(g(b) = n™"T) = L(g(®)) ) , n/* (L(g(6) + n™/*T) = L(g(b) )] .

Dy(b,u) = n*? (A o LN (L(g(b)) + n~"*u) — A(g(b)) — bL ™ (L(g(b)) +n~ "/ u) + bg(b)) ,
and with T, = n° for some sufficiently small € > 0,
(7.29) PX | sup |Ru(a,b,u)| >z | < Kz~ Int=9/3

u€ I, (b)

for all x > 0, where K, > 0 does not depend on n.

It follows from Lemma 7.10 that conditionally on (Xi,...,Xy), on A, the variable in (7.26)
has the same expectation as the variable defined in (7.27). The following lemma, which is proved
in the supplementary file, shows that R, is negligible in (7.27) in the sense that this expectation,
up to a negligible remainder term, is equal to the expectation of the variable

Vo (b) = argmax {Dn(byu) + Wy (u)}.
[ul<(L'(g(b)))*/3 log n

LEMMA 7.11. Let a € J,, and let b be given by (7.25). Under the assumptions of Theorem
7.7, with T, = n® for some sufficiently small € > 0, there exists K > 0 such that on A,, we have

Y (03 (L0 @) - Lg®))) ~ EX (Val®))| < Kn /L' (9(b))(logm) .
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The following lemma is proved in the supplementary file.

LEMMA 7.12.  Assume (R1), (R5), (R3). Assume, furthermore, that v* has a bounded second
derivative on [0,1] and (4.4) holds for some C > 0 and s > 1/2. Let a € J,, and b be given by
(7.25). With T,, = n® for some small enough € > 0, there exists K > 0 such that on A,, we have

[EX (Va(b)] < Kn™2/7L'(g(b)) (log n)**/2.

We are now in a position to prove Theorem 7.7. Let a € J, and let U,(a)) be defined by
(7.18) where b is taken from (7.25). Since X' is bounded, there exists K > 0 such that

P(la —b| > z) <P | sup |Bn(u)| > Kxv/n | forall z > 0.
u€l(0,1]

Then, with the representation B, (u) = W(u) — uW (1) in distribution of processes, where W is

a standard Brownian motion, we conclude from the triangle inequality that

P(la—b] >2) <P ( sup |W(u)| > Kx\/'ﬁ/2> = 2P ( sup W(u) > K:U\/ﬁ/2> :

ue0,1] ue0,1]

For the last equality, we used symmetry of W. Then, it follows from [24, Proposition 1.8] that
(7.19) holds for all z > 0, where K; = 2 and K3 depends only on A. By lemma 7.8, we then have

E(Un(a) - g(a)) = E(Un(a) — g(a)) + o(n~"/?)

where the small-o term is uniform in a € J,. Since B,, is a centered process, we have E(b) = a,
so Lemma 7.9 combined with the preceding display ensures that

(Un(@) = Lg®) \ | . 1o
L{g(a)) >+( )

uniformly in a € J,,. Now, conditionally on (Xj,...,X,), on A, we have

(7.30) E(Un(a) - g(a) = E (L

B (0! (L(On(@) — Lg(8))) — X (Va(b)| < Ksn™ /L' (g(5))(log )

and
[EX(V,(0))] < Ksn™ /7L’ (g(b))(log n)*/?.

Here, we use Lemma 7.11 and Lemma 7.12 with A,, being the event that all inequalities in (7.22)
and (7.23) hold true. It then follows from the triangle inequality that

~
~

E (|BX (03 (L(0u(0) — Llg®)) | 14, ) < KE(L (9(5)))Bn
where £, = n=2/9(logn)?/? + n=1/6(logn)~'. But L’ o g is a Lipschitz function, so we have
E[L'(g(b)) — L'(g(a))| < K4Elb - a| < Ksn™'/?,

using (8.28) together with the Jensen inequality for the last inequality. Using (8.24) and the two
previous displays yields

(7.31) E ([EY (n*(L(0n() — Lig®)) | 1a,) < 2K5L(9(a))Bs
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for n sufficiently large. On the other hand, denoting by A,, the complementary of A,, it follows
from the Holder inequality together with the Jensen inequality that

B (|BY (2 (L(0u(@) - Lig®)) | 1s,)

(7.32) ) ;
<EY2 (n'/3(L(Un(0) — L(g(5))) P'*(A).

Then, we derive from (8.26) and (8.28) that the expectation on the right-hand side is finite.

Now, consider P(4,) on the right-hand side. It follows from the Markov inequality together

with Lemma 8.2 that for all » > 1 we have

_ — B (u) 5—1 —ré

P( sup |E,'(u)—F 1(u)—‘>n < Kg(logn) n™"
<u€[0,1] Vf(F=H(u))

< Kg <n71/6L’(g(a))(log n)*1>2

for large n, provided that r > 2/(30). The Brownian motion satisfies the assumption (A2) with
7 =1 of Lemma 5.1 in [12] (see the proof of Corollary 3.1 in that paper), so we conclude that

(7.33) PY2(A4,) < K:n~ YL (g(a))(logn) ™!
for n sufficiently large. Hence, (7.32) yields
E ([BY (n'*(L(Un(a) = Lg®)) | L, ) < Ksn™/°L'(g(a))(logn) ",
Together with (7.31), this yields
E ([EX (n*(L(On(@) - L®))|) < KoL (9(a))Bo.
Hence, with the Jensen inequality we arrive at

~
~

E <n1/3(L(Un(a)) — L(g(0)))

1/(9(a) ) = O

Combining this with (7.30) completes the proof of Theorem 7.7. O

7.4.4. Proof of Theorem 4.3. The following lemma is proved in the supplementary file.

LEMMA 7.13. Assume (R1), (R2), (R4). With K > 0 arbitrary, there exists positive K1, Ko
with

(7.34) P <|ﬂn(t) —u()] >n"3log n> < Ky exp(— Ky (logn)?)
for allt € [Kn=Y%logn,1 — Kn~%logn], and

E (in(t) — p(8)) = E [(n(6) ~ 50) T () yn1/510g] +0(n)
where the small-o term is uniform int € [I(?fl/6 logn,1— Kn'/%log n).
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We turn to the proof of Theorem 4.3. Distinguishing the positive and negative parts of fi, (t) —
p(t), we derive from (7.7) together with Lemma 7.13 that E (fi,(t) — pu(t)) = I — I 4+ o(n=/?)
where

n=1/3logn n=1/31ogn
L = / P (fin(t) — pu(t) > x)dx and I = / P(u(t) — fin(t) > x) dz.
0 0

Consider I;. Since ji;! = F7' o U,, it follows from the switch relation and (8.1) that

n=1/31ogn
L = / P(as (z + () > t) da

0
n=1/31ogn .

_ / P (F ol +u(t) > 1= O (0" logn) ) do + o(n /%)
0
n=1/3logn

B 1/310g ]P’(U (:E—I— _ —-1/2 —1/2

= n(@ 4 p(t) = F(t) — O(n~/“logn) ) dx +o(n™"/7),
0

where the small o-term is uniform in ¢ € [c1, ca]. We have gopu = F and ¢’ o= (N o F)~! so it
follows from the Taylor expansion that

T

o x1+s
Nor(m o)

g(x + p(t)) = F(t)

for all t € [c1, 2] and = € [0,n~/31logn], where s is taken from (4.4) and ¢y, ¢y are as in the

statement of the theorem. Since 275 < n=1/2logn for all z < n~1/3log n for large n, we conclude
that
n=1/31ogn R z 12 12
L = /0 P (Un(%) —g(az) > Vo F()] O(n™"/*log n)> dz +o(n™"/7),

uniformly, where we set a, = u(t) + z. But it follows from (7.5) together with (7.18) that

(7.35) P (ffn(am) # ﬁn(ax)) < P (’Un(am) = 9(bs)[ > Tnn—1/3)

for all x > 0, where we recall that T;, = n® for some arbitrarily small ¢ > 0, and b, satisfies
(7.19) with a replaced by a,. Together with Lemma 7.2, this yields

n=1/31ogn ~ T
I = P An x) — T — 0 _1/21 —1/2
1 /0 (U (az) — g(ag) > Vo (D) O(n 0gn)> dx 4+ o(n™/%),

uniformly in ¢. Using again (7.35) and Lemma 7.2, we then derive from (8.25) in the supplemen-
tary file that

e L(O,(a0)) — Lig(ba)) z 1 1
o= P( D)) Wer@) OU lesn Jdrtelnh,

where b, is given by (7.25) with a replaced by a, and B, being taken from Lemma 8.2. Since

L'og=v?0opu~!, we have

P(Ll(g(bcc>) < coy) < P(U_l(br) <) +P(1- M_l(br) <)
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for all ¥ > 0 and = € (0,n~?logn), where ¢y is taken from (R3). Consider the first proba-
bility on the right-hand side. Assume that 4 > 0 is chosen small enough so that ¢; > 7. By
monotonicity of p and the definition of b,, there exists a positive constant K; such that for
z € (0,n'/31ogn] we have

P (bs) <7) < P (mt) . B”(gf(x”))wg(az) > u(v))

< P (|Ba(g(za))l = K1v/n(er = 7)) < dexp(~Kin(c1 —7)*/2).
<

It can be proved likewise that P(1 — pu=t(bs) < ) < dexp(—K?n(1 — ¢ — 7)?/2) provided
~ > 0 is chosen sufficiently small so that co + v < 1. Hence, we can restrict attention to the
event {L'(g(by)) > coy}, which mean that L'(g(b,) cannot go to zero. Then, using (8.39) with
8 = n'/3~, for some 7, € (n~ 1/210gn, n"1/3log n) to be chosen later, we have

n=1/3logn n—l/SV (b ) T
L = EPX ULSLZAEN — O(Yn dz + o(n~1/?
= < Digla,)) ~ ek O v+t
) (n—1/3(10g n)2n<3—q>/<3<q+1>>(nl/?»%)—:%q/(z(qﬂ)))

where ¢ can be chosen arbitrarily large. For arbitrary ¢ > 0 we can choose ¢ large enough so

that
n~1/3logn n=1/3vy (b ) T
I —/ EPX ULSLEZASN — O(p) | dz + o(n=1/?
= (L/<g<az>> o~ O0m) et

+ O(n77/6+¢,y;3/27¢)

= / 1/3lognIEPX Y3V, (by) > M — O(n) | dz + o(n~Y/?)
0 T Ve F ()] !

+ O(nT /B 20,

Now, using (8.42) in the supplementary file with s = 1 and § = n'/3+,, proves that I is equal to

TP logn X 1/3 xv(t) 1/2 7/6+¢,.—3/2—¢
EPX (0 3V (by) > —2 ) O(v) ) d - O(n~ ~3/2-9),
/ (7Y () > s = 00w ) o o) 4 OG89
Recall that go = F. Let Z(t) = argmax,cp{—d(F(t))u? + W(u)}, where d = |X|/(2(L)?)
and W is a standard Brownian motion. Under PX, Z(t) has the same law as the location of the
maximum of u — —d(F(t))u? + Wy, )(u) on R. On the event {supsefo) [Bn(t)| < logn},

V(b)) = argmax {—d(F(t))u® + W,y (u) + Rn(u, z,t)}
[u|<(L'(g(bz)))*/3 logn

where

sup |Ru(u, 2, t)| = O(n~**(log n)***)
[ul<(L/(g(bz)))*/3 logn

uniformly in t € [e1,¢o] and = € (0,n~/3logn). It then follows from Proposition 1 in [10] (see
also the comments just above this proposition) that there are versions of Z(¢) and V'(b), and
constants K1, Ky, K3 > 0, such that on {sup;c(o 1) |Bn(t)| < logn} and for large n, we have

|u| <(L(g(b2)))*/* log n
+ Kizlogn + 2PX (|Z(t)| > Ky logn)

PX (|V(bx) — Z(t)| > nl/?’yn) <p¥ (2 sup | Ry (u, 2, )| > x(nl/g'yn)3/2>
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where z = K3(n'/3~,)~3/2n=5/3(log n)?*5. With large K3, the probability on the right hand side
is equal to zero. Hence, there exists Ky > 0 such that on {supco 1) |Bn(t)| < logn} we have

PX (V(b) = Z(0)] > 0Py,

IN

K4(n'3~,)732075/3(og n)3* + 2PX (|1 Z(t)| > Ky logn)
K4(n'3~,)732073/3(log n)3+* + 4 exp(—K5(log n)?)

IN

for some K5 > 0. For the last inequality, we used [10, Theorem 4]. The second term on the right
hand side is negligible as compared to the first one, so there exists Kg > 0 such that

pX <|V(bm) - Z(t)| > n1/37n) < Ko(n'y,) 73203 (log n)Fe.

Since s = 1, we obtain that I is equal to

/3logn 13 zv3(t) 1/2 7/6+6—3/2—¢
. P(n-Y3z e - - )
(7 36)/0 (n 0> o F @] O(%)) da+o(n™"%) + O(n ™70y, 5770)

Consider the integral on the right-hand side. There exists K > 0 such that the integral on the
right hand side of (7.36) is bounded from above by

n=1/31logn ,02
/O p <n_1/3Z(t) .= ’X{ilf()t)’( >) da
n=1/3logn B ( )
< | P<n () > ()‘)dwom)

using the change of variable y = x — Ky,. Similarly, the integral in (7.36) is bounded below by

n=1/3logn B va(t)
[ el > i) ot

and therefore,

1/3 ogn
L = / . P(n3Z(t) > 2 () dz 4+ O(yn) + O(n~ /6704 -3/2=9),
0 |\ o F(1)] "

Choose 7, that approximately realize the best trade-of between the two big-O-terms, that is

~7/6, ~7/15

such that v, =n 32 Then Yo =N

n=1/3logn
L = / ) P(n~32(t) > M dz + O(n=14/30%9),
0 |\ o F(t)]|

, we conclude that for arbitrarily small ¢ > 0,

With similar arguments, we obtain that for arbitrarily small ¢ > 0,
n=1/3logn Q(t)
L = P(n32(t) < — ") dx + O(n~7/15+9),
2=, (1720 < -7y ) o+ 0T

But Z(t) has the same distribution as —Z(t) for all ¢ so the two preceding displays yield that
I} — I, = O(n~7/15+9). This completes the proof of Theorem 4.3. U

Acknowledgements. The authors thank Arijit Chakrabarty, Guang Cheng, Subhashis
Ghoshal, Piet Groeneboom and Jon Wellner for some illuminating discussions and correspon-
dences. They also express their gratitude to the Associate Editor and two referees whose com-
ments and suggestions have led to a substantially improved version of the paper.

imsart-aos ver. 2013/03/06 file: D&C_Revision_AoS_Mayl19.tex date: May 22, 2017



30 BANERJEE, M., DUROT, C. AND SEN, B.

References.

[1] Banerjee, M. (2005). Likelihood ratio tests under local and fixed alternatives in monotone function problems.
Scand. J. Statist., 32(4):507-525.

[2] Banerjee, M. (2007). Likelihood based inference for monotone response models. Ann. Statist., 35(3):931-956.

[3] Banerjee, M. (2008). Estimating monotone, unimodal and u-shaped failure rates using asymptotic pivots.
Statistica Sinica, pages 467-492.

[4] Banerjee, M. and McKeague, I. W. (2007). Confidence sets for split points in decision trees. Ann. Statist.,
35(2):543-574.

[5] Banerjee, M. and Wellner, J. A. (2005). Confidence intervals for current status data. Scand. J. Statist.,
32(3):405-424.

[6] Brown, L. D., Low, M. G., and Zhao, L. H. (1997). Superefficiency in nonparametric function estimation.
Ann. Statist., 25(6):2607-2625.

[7] Brunk, H. D. (1955). Maximum likelihood estimates of monotone parameters. Ann. Math. Statist., 26:607-616.
[8] Brunk, H. D. (1970). Estimation of isotonic regression. In Nonparametric Techniques in Statistical Inference
(Proc. Sympos., Indiana Univ., Bloomington, Ind., 1969), pages 177-197. Cambridge Univ. Press, London.

[9] Chernoff, H. (1964). Estimation of the mode. Ann. Inst. Statist. Math., 16:31-41.

[10] Durot, C. (2002). Sharp asymptotics for isotonic regression. Probability theory and related fields, 122(2):222—
240.

[11] Durot, C. (2008). Monotone nonparametric regression with random design. Math. Methods Statist.,
17(4):327-341.

[12] Durot, C. and Lopuhad, H. P. (2014). A kiefer-wolfowitz type of result in a general setting, with an application
to smooth monotone estimation. Electronic Journal of Statistics, 8(2):2479-2513.

[13] Durot, C. and Thiébot, K. (2006). Bootstrapping the shorth for regression. ESAIM: Probability and Statistics,
10:216-235.

[14] Grenander, U. (1956). On the theory of mortality measurement, part ii. Skand. Akt., 39:125-153.

[15] Groeneboom, P. and Jongbloed, G. (2014). Nonparametric Estimation under Shape Constraints: Estimators,
Algorithms and Asymptotics, volume 38. Cambridge University Press.

[16] Groeneboom, P. and Wellner, J. A. (1992a). Information bounds and nonparametric mazimum likelihood
estimation, volume 19 of DMV Seminar. Birkhauser Verlag, Basel.

[17] Groeneboom, P. and Wellner, J. A. (1992b). Information bounds and nonparametric mazimum likelihood
estimation, volume 19. Springer Science & Business Media.

[18] Huang, J. and Wellner, J. A. (1995). Estimation of a monotone density or monotone hazard under random
censoring. Scand. J. Statist., pages 3—-33.

[19] Kim, J. and Pollard, D. (1990). Cube root asymptotics. Annals of Statistics, 18:191-219.

[20] Li, R., Lin, D. K., and Li, B. (2013). Statistical inference in massive data sets. Applied Stochastic Models in
Business and Industry, 29(5):399-409.

[21] Manski, C. F. (1975). Maximum score estimation of the stochastic utility model of choice. J. Econometrics,
3(3):205-228.

[22] Massart, P. (1990). The tight constant in the dvoretzky-kiefer-wolfowitz inequality. The Annals of Probability,
pages 1269-1283.

[23] Prakasa Rao, B. (1969). Estimation of a unimodal density. Sankhya Ser. A, 31:23-36.

[24] Revuz, D. and Yor, M. (2013). Continuous martingales and Brownian motion, volume 293. Springer Science
& Business Media.

[25] Robertson, T., Wright, F. T., and Dykstra, R. L. (1988). Order restricted statistical inference. Wiley Series
in Probability and Mathematical Statistics: Probability and Mathematical Statistics. John Wiley & Sons Ltd.,
Chichester.

[26] Rousseeuw, P. J. (1984). Least median of squares regression. J. Amer. Statist. Assoc., 79(388):871-880.

[27] Tsybakov, A. B. (2009). Introduction to nonparametric estimation. Springer Series in Statistics. Springer,
New York. Revised and extended from the 2004 French original, Translated by Vladimir Zaiats.

(28] Wright, F. T. (1981). The asymptotic behavior of monotone regression estimates. Ann. Statist., 9(2):443-448.

[29] Zhang, Y., Duchi, J., and Wainwright, M. (2013). Divide and conquer kernel ridge regression. In Conference
on Learning Theory, pages 592—-617.

[30] Zhao, T., Cheng, G., and Liu, H. (2014). A partially linear framework for massive heterogeneous data. arXiv
preprint arXiv:1410.8570.

imsart-aos ver. 2013/03/06 file: D&C_Revision_AoS_Mayl19.tex date: May 22, 2017



DIVIDE AND CONQUER IN NON-STANDARD PROBLEMS 31

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN UNIVERSITE PARIS NANTERRE
451, WEST HALL, 200 AVENUE DE LA REPUBLIQUE
1085 SouTH UNIVERSITY 92000 NANTERRE, FRANCE
ANN ARBOR, MI 48109 E-MAIL: cecile.durot@gmail.com

E-MAIL: moulib@Qumich.edu

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

1255 AMSTERDAM Av.

RooMm # 1032 SSW

NEw YOrk, NY 10027

E-MAIL: bodhi@stat.columbia.edu

imsart-aos ver. 2013/03/06 file: D&C_Revision_AoS_Mayl19.tex date: May 22, 2017


mailto:moulib@umich.edu
mailto:cecile.durot@gmail.com
mailto:bodhi@stat.columbia.edu

	Introduction
	Fixed m and growing n
	Letting m grow with n: asymptotic considerations
	Sample splitting in a variety of monotone function problems
	The isotonic regression problem
	The isotonic LSE of  and the inverse estimator
	Uniform integrability and bias
	On the criticality of the smoothness assumption on 
	Sample splitting in the isotonic regression model
	 Inverse function estimation at a point

	The current status model
	The monotone density and monotone hazard problems

	Sample-splitting and the super-efficiency phenomenon
	Super-efficiency of the pooled estimator

	Conclusion
	Proofs of the main results
	Proof of Theorem 3.1
	Proof of Theorem 4.4
	Proof of Theorem 5.1
	Some Selected Proofs for Section 4.1.2
	Preliminaries
	Proof of Theorem 4.1
	Proof of Theorem 4.2
	Proof of Theorem 4.3


	Acknowledgements
	References
	Author's addresses

